
August 8, 2023 Council Meeting 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on August 8, 2023 in 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. Other 

Council Members present included Kathy Lawson, Aaron Rawls, Lawrence Mitchell and Tammy 

Pearson.  Staff present included Interim City Manager Glen Adams, Clerk of Council Karen 

Roberts, Steve Durbin, Attorney for Sands Anderson participating by phone, Finance Director 

Mandy McGhee, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Fire Chief Dan Howell, and Police 

Chief Rob Fincher.  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order.  Pledge to the flag and invocation were led by 

Council Member Lawson. Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that 

agendas could be found in the back of the room and on the City website.  

Approve minutes from July 25, 2023 Council Meeting and the August 3, 2023 Closed Session 

– Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Vice Mayor 

Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Hear an awareness discussion to educate the community on the process to foster a child or 

support children in need. There is a strong need for foster parents – Mayor Jones explained to 

the public that the City Council does not endorse Intercept Health which is one of four 

organizations that work with the Department of Social Services.  Representatives Robin, Kyle 

and Hailey shared a PowerPoint outlining statistics, details on how foster care works, 

qualifications for foster parents, and how people can get involved and support the program. 

Intercept Health is looking for opportunities to share the need and ways to connect with local 

businesses and organizations. In Martinsville, there are only 10 children in foster care versus 

167 in Henry County ranging in age from 0-21 years old with an average age of 9-10 years old. 

Teens are especially difficult to find homes for. Lawson suggested a DSS coordinator attend the 

next Council meeting and provide an update. Treatment foster care is for children with mental 

health diagnosis, a history of trauma, or other medical concerns so there is a higher level of 

need and the foster parents are given additional training. There is a huge push for kinship care 

in Virginia where the child will be placed with a family member.  
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Consider requested use of the National Guard Armory by I Won’t Stop Family, LLC – Interim 

City Manager Glen Adams reminded Council that the Mayor and former City Manager were 

approached by a representative of I Won’t Stop Family, LLC. Adams feels this would be a good 

use for the Armory and does not feel that it will have any negative impact on the current RFP or 

on the facilities.  Chris Draper, Owner of the organization says he’s kept up with the Armory for 

two years in hopes that he could utilize the location for his organization. The organization 

specializes in basketball skills for local youth development.  He’s felt “called” to help local youth 

and started training at the YMCA. He enjoys watching the children grow, earn scholarships and 

teaching them life lessons to keep them out of trouble. He understands that the use of the 

Armory is temporary. Youth sports helped guide him and give him life skills and that’s what he 

hopes to pass on to local youth. Some of the children he started training 12 years ago, have 

returned to help him train children today. Council Member Lawson asked if Draper had a plan 

of where to go next.  Draper said he does have other locations available but not as convenient 

as the Armory is. His plan is to eventually build his own training facility. He trains children from 

Patrick County, Danville, Martinsville and Henry County and one of his students from Danville 

is currently ranked #5 in the nation. Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the 

agreement.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members in favor.  
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Consider reallocation of approved FY24 Capital Funds for Water Treatment Facility – Interim 

City Manager Glen Adams explained the need for the reallocation approval for a sludge collector 

at the Water Plant.  Two other water projects approved with the budget exceed the amount 

needed but were not ready for repair quit yet and the sludge collector is considered priority over 

those projects.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to reallocate the requested funds, 

Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Presentation of information regarding marketing campaigns and the Public Information 

Office – Public Information Officer Kendall Davis provided a PowerPoint explaining his plan to 

improve marketing for Martinsville and how Martinsville can learn from Danville’s Public 

Information Department and Economic Development Marketing coordinator actions. Davis 

explained Danville’s team structure and position responsibilities, use of marketing agencies 

including the rebranding campaign and the Schoolfield District campaign, utilizing rolls for 

effective outreach to include a Public Information Officer, Communications/Media Specialist, 

and Marketing Agency. Davis explained enhancing results with a media specialist and impactful 

marketing campaign results. Vice Mayor Rawls gave kudos to Davis for taking this research on 

himself and providing Council with great information. Council Member Lawson said the PIO in 

Danville is amazing to learn from.  
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Business from the Floor – no one 

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Mitchell participated on a ZOOM 

call with the Virginia Municipal League General Laws Committee on July 27 and several good 

topics were discussed including gaming machines. The Paradise Inn is scheduled for demolition 

next week and there will be a ceremony tomorrow for the public to attend. Council Member 

Pearson said she has questions about gaming machines and which ones are legal and illegal. 
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Police Chief Rob Fincher said gaming machines and whether they are legal or not is confusing; 

the topic is currently in front of the Court of Appeals.  Due to the City Code, there should be no 

gaming machines operating in the City, any machines offering a payout would be operating 

against City Code although there are several in question. Pearson said Council attended a 

productive meeting with Uptown Partnership, CPEG and the Chamber of Commerce. Uptown 

Partnership is moving forward to achieve the highest tier of Main Street certification. Council 

Member Lawson attended the VML meeting by ZOOM and will report at the next meeting. On 

August 9, Refuse Temple will provide free haircuts for students before school starts. Uptown 

Martinsville currently has a contest on their website to create an Uptown mascot. Lawson offered 

compliments to the Public Works Department and Electric Department for  their continued 

support and assistance with local businesses. School starts next week so Lawson reminded 

residents to be careful and watch for school buses. Lawson said in Saturday’s Martinsville 

Bulletin, there was a public notice about FEMA funding and emergency food and shelter 

programs; she feels that would fit in well with the housing coalition. Vice Mayor Rawls thanked 

those who have stepped up and taken responsibilities to improve Martinsville and recognized 

several employees and citizens by name.  Mayor Jones also thanked Davis for what he’s doing 

for the City. On August 26 there will be a Worship on the Lawn program to bring communities 

together sponsored by the Knights of Worship at the soccer complex at 5:00pm 

Comments by Interim City Manager – Interim City Manager Glen Adams discussed the park 

upgrades committee meetings scheduled for August 24 and August 29; anyone with questions 

can reach out to Hannah in Community Development. Adams says he has met some of the 

nicest people in Martinsville and he feels that we need to focus on the people and their love for 

others in the community. Community Development Director interviews will be Thursday, the 

Public Works Director posting will close tomorrow, and the Civil Engineer position will close in 

two weeks. The City has good staff and there is a lot to be done. Staff is working hard to fill in 

the gaps; Adams appreciates their work and he is learning a lot 

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn. The 

meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

   


